Castle in Rytro
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The castle situated on a high hill 463 m n.p.m. on the right bank of the Poprad in the village of Sucha Struga. Was built at the turn of the 13th and 14th centuries. There is no information who built the castle. 
In the 15th century, the castle in Rytro was the residence of the starosts of Nowy Sącz and was rebuilt. In 1369 during an expedition to Hungary, King Casimir the Great stay here. In 1385 the castle was visited by Jadwiga and Władysław Jagiełło. In 1412 Władysław Jagiełło visited here again and while in 1471 Kazimierz Jagiellończyk stay at the castle in Rytro. According to legends it was destroyed in 1657 during the invasion of Jerzy Rakoczy.
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The castle consisted of the castle proper, located on the top of the mountain, in the shape of an irregular pentagon and from the bunkhouse situated on the north side and protected by an earth embankment. The courtyard of the castle was surrounded by walls on three sides; on the fourth side it was closed by a two-part residential building. A stone tower made of sandstone preserved to a height of about 10 m adjoined the western wall from the inside. It probably had a bottom dark box an upper dark box a lower entrance storey and a guard storey upper storey. The tower of the castle in Rytro is somewhat similar to the tower of the castle in Czchów. The castle walls were built a little later around the 14th century. The ruins of the tower and remains of the wall probably of a residential building have survived to this day. Partial reconstruction of the ruins has been underway since autumn 2017. The walls and the tower were raised by 2 meters and the courtyard was restored to its original level. A walking section has been created on a part of the wall so that you can admire the panorama of the Poprad Valley.
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During the summer holidays Ritter's Medieval Fair takes place on the castle hill. Ladies of the court and knights visit the castle in Rytro. There was also a pile of regional specialties and handicrafts. You can try as it used to be written with a quill turn into a medieval potter or see what the work of a blacksmith was about. You can see knightly struggles, fights, tournaments, competitions and shooting from a medieval cannon. 
You're welcome.
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