Appendix 29:
‘Culture Bite’: the listening activities (recordings)
‘Celebrations’
Exercise 1:
                 A:  Hey, Kasia, Jackie’s having a party next week. It’s fancy dress.

                 B:  What’s fancy dress?
                 A:  You know. Where you dress up.

                 B:  Ah. In smart clothes. Suits and dresses?

                 A:  No, no. Fancy dress is where you dress up as someone else. You know.

                       A pirate or a witch or something.

                 B:  You mean like children at carnival time.

                 A:  Yes.
                 B:  But we’re teenagers.

                 A:  Yes, I know. We often have fancy dress parties in Britain.

                 B:  It will take a lot of time to make a costume.

                 A:  We don’t have to make one. There’s a good shop in town where you can hire 

                       costumes for a few days.
Exercise 2:
                A:  Here we are, Kasia, Mascarade.

                B:  It’s amazing. They’ve got everything in here. There’s so much choice. 

                      I don’t know what to go us. 

                A:  You’ve got to think of what other people will wear. You want to try to be 

                      different.
              B:  How do you do that?

              A:  Avoid things that are popular. Two years ago, everyone was Harry Potter.

                    Last year it was all Lord of the Rings. Some jobs are always popular. Lots of 

                    girls go as waitresses or nurses. Hey, you’d look great in this.

              B:  What is it?

              A:  1960’s hippy clothes. You’ll be amazing with some flowers in your hair!

              B:  OK. What about you? 

              A:  I’m going to be a punk with spiky, pink hair.

              B:  Oh, wow. This is going to be a great party! 
‘Food’
Exercise 1/2:                                                                                                                               

                  (M: Mel, a girl with a Canadian accent, T: Todd, an American boy, J: Jason, an   
                   English boy)

                    J:    So, Mel, what are we going to have for breakfast today?

                    M:  Well, Jason. I think we should have my traditional breakfast.

                    J:    What’s that?

                    M:  In Canada we have pancakes with maple syrup and French toast.

                    J:    French toast? Is that like French bread?

                    M:  No, Jason, it’s pieces of bread covered in egg and fried.

                     J:   Oh, we call that eggy bread in England. Yes, that’s nice with some salt 

                           and pepper. 
                     T:  Salt and pepper? In America we put something sweet on it. Sugar or jam. 

                           My favourite is French toast with peanut butter.

                      J:  You’re joking, Todd. Egg and peanut butter? That’s disgusting.
                      T:  Hey, that English breakfast you cooked yesterday was disgusting.

                      J:  Why?   
                      T:  Well, marmite on toast. Yuk. And the cooked breakfast was so unhealthy.

                           Fried egg, fried bacon, fried sausage, fried tomato and then fried bread.

                      J:  There’s nothing better than a full English breakfast!

                      M: Stop arguing guys. I’m cooking today. Anyway, Jason’s English breakfast 

                            was better than your American one, Todd.
                       T:  What? I brought that food over from home specially for you guys.

                        J:  It was all out of packets, Todd. Breakfast pizza that tasted like cardboard.

                             And pop tarts. What were they?

                       T:  They’re great. They’re like toast with strawberry jam inside.
                       M:  Yes, but it tasted so wrong. Why not make toast and then put some 

                              strawberry jam on it.
                        T:  Pop tarts are quicker to make.

                        J:  Todd, we’re on holiday. We’ve got all day to make food.

                        M:  Yes, and it’s going to take all day if we stand here arguing. Jason, get me 

                               some milk and eggs from the fridge. Todd, that flour is in that cupboard.

                               Canadian pancakes coming up.
                         T:  I’ve got a packet of microwave pancakes. Do you want them?

                         M/J: NO!
‘Charities’
Exercise 1:
                1)

                 In our office we had a sponsored head shaving. Anyone who agreed to have their 

                 head shaved raised money from the other people in the office. Of course, the boss 

                 raised the most money. She looks great with no hair!
                2) 
                 At school we had a non-uniform day. Students paid a pound and were allowed to 

                 wear whatever they wanted for the day. Most people wore jeans and T-shirts but 

                 some of us got dressed up. I went as Spiderman.
                 3)

                 We had a slave auction. The slaves had to do things like make coffee, take people’s 
                 dirty washing home and wash and iron it, do the shopping and bring in a cake. 

                 I raised £120 by answering everyone’s phone. I was running around the office

                 all day!
                4)

                We had a lucky dip, you know where you pay money to get a present but you don’t 

                 know what it is. Everyone had to wrap up toys or books they didn’t want any more 

                 and these were put in a big box. Then we paid a pound to take out something from 

                 the box. I got a Batman toy so I gave it to my little brother.
                 5)

                 We had a teacher vs. student Olympics. There was running, jumping, throwing and 

                  sports like football and tennis. And the students won! It was really good seeing the 

                  teachers on the sports field but some of them were quite unfit!
‘Competitions’
Exercise 1:
                 Presenter: Hello, and welcome to ‘Our Family’. Christmas is coming nearer and 

                 today we’re asking: How does your family spend Christmas evening?

                 Many families switch off the television and play games that they wouldn’t dream   

                 of  playing at any other time of the year. We asked some young people what their 

                 families do on Christmas evening. Here are some of the things they said.

                 1)

                 We play charades. You know, choose a book, song or film and act out the title 

                 without speaking. My mum and dad laugh more than at any other time of the 

                 year. They’re like little children.
                 2)

                 We always play a board game on Christmas Day. We never play the same one

                 twice. This year it was The Great Game of Britain. You travel around Britain
                 by train. Dad loves trains.

                3)

                We play Legs. You have two minutes to think of things that have legs starting with
                one letter. The person who thinks of the biggest number of words is the winner. 

                It’s not as easy as it sounds. For C, you could have captain, child, cow, chair,

                cheerleader and so on.
               4)

               We always play silly games like Twister. You’ve got this big plastic sheet with 

               colours on it and throw these special dice and then have to put a part of your body

               on a certain colour. It gets really difficult and if you fall over you lose. It’s great.

               I love it.
               5)

               We play the famous people game. It’s complicated but everyone writes the names

                of three famous people on slips of paper then you explain or mime who they are 

                to a partner but you only have one minute.    

