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	1. The European Union
	Unia Europejska

	The EU is an economic and political union of 27 member states. It is established by Treaty of Maastricht on 1 November 1993. The EU has developed a single market through a standardized system of laws which apply in all member states, guaranteeing the freedom of movement of people, goods, services and capital. It maintains common policies on trade, agriculture, fisheries and regional development. 16 member states have adopted a common currency, the Euro. The EU citizens elect the Parliament every 5 years.    



	2. The Schuman Plan
	Plan Schumana

	The plan proposed by French foreign minister Robert Schuman on May 9, 1950, for the creation of a single authority to control the production of steel and coal in France and West Germany, to be opened for membership to other European countries. The proposal was realized in the European Coal and Steel Community. It laid the foundations for the 1958 establishment of the European Economic Community. 


	3.The European Coal and Steel Community
	Europejska Wspólnota Węgla i Stali

	ECCS was a six-nation international organization serving to unify Western Europe during the cold War, creating the foundation for European democracy and the modern day developments of the EU. It was first proposed by R. Schuman on 9 May 1950. These were Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and West Germany. 


	     4. The European Defense Community
	Europejska Wspólnota Obronna

	EDC was a plan proposed in 1950 by Rene Pleven, the French Prime Minister. His intention was to form a pan-European defense force against possible Soviet invasion. A treaty was signed on 27 May 1952 but it never went into effect. The EDC included West Germany, France, Italy and the Benelux countries. 


	5. The European  Economic Community
	Europejska Wspólnota Gospodarcza

	EEC was an international organization created in 1957 to bring about economic integration (including a single market) between Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. In 1993, the EEC was transformed into the European Community.


	6.The European Atomic Energy Community
	Europejska Wspólnota Energii Atomowej

	EAEC is an international organization which is semi-independent of, but completely controlled by the European Community pillar of the EU. It was established on 25 March 1957 along with the EEC by the Treaty of Rome. The purposes of it are to create a specialist market for nuclear power and distribute it through the Community, to develop nuclear energy and surplus to non-Community States.  


	7. The Single European Act
	Jednolity Akt Europejski

	                                                                                                                                                SEA was the first major revision of the 1957 Treaty of Rome. The Act set the European Community an objective of establishing a Common Market. It was proposed in 1985 by the President of Commission, Jacques Delores. The SEA was signed in 1986 and came into effect in 1987.


	          8. The Treaty on European Union
	Traktat o Unii Europejskiej

	It is the Treaty establishing the European Community known as the Maastricht Treaty, effective since 1993, named the founding treaty as well. It is one of the most significant treaties that has been signed by the participating European states.  


	9. Police and Judicial Co-operation      in Criminal Matters
	Współpraca policyjna i sądowa w sprawach karnych

	PJC formerly Justice and Home Affairs (JHA), is the third of the three pillars of the EU, focusing on co-operation in law enforcement and combating racism. It is based more around intergovernmental cooperation than the other pillars and is responsible for policies including the European Arrest Warrant. 


	10. European Economic and Monetary Union
	Unia Gospodarcza i Walutowa

	EMU consists of three stages coordinating economic policy and culminating with the adoption of Euro, the Union’s single currency. All members of the EU are expected to participate in EMU. 16 Member States of the EU have adopted the Euro as their currency.



	11. The European Council
	Rada Europejska

	EC gathers together the Heads of State or Government of the Member States of the EU and the President of the Commission. It came into being in 1974 and was given formal status by the Single European Act. Its members are assisted by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and by a Member of the Commission. EC meets at least 4 times a year, and special European Councils are also organized.  


	  12. The European Parliament 
	Parlament Europejski

	EP is the directly elected  parliamentary institution of the EU by universal suffrage every 5 years  since 1979. Together with the Council of the EU, it forms the bicameral legislative branch of the Union’s institutions and has been described as one of the most powerful legislatures in the world. The Parliament and Council form the highest legislative body within the EU. The Parliament is composed of 785 members.


	13. The Council of the European Union
	Rada Unii Europejskiej

	CEU is the principal decision making institution in the EU. It is composed of 27 national ministers (one per state). The Council does not have a single president in the traditional sense, but the role is rotated between each member state every 6 months, known as the ‘Presidency” 


	           14. The European Commission
	Komisja Europejska

	EC is the executive branch of the EU. The body is responsible for proposing legislation, implementing decisions upholding the Union’s treaties and a general day-to-day running of the Union. The Commission operates in the method of cabinet government, which focuses 27 Commissioners

	15.  The Court of Justice of the European Communities
	Trybunał Sprawiedliwości  Wspólnot Europejskich

	ECJ is the highest court of the EU. It has the ultimate say on matters of EU law in order to ensure its equal application across all EU member states. The court was established in 1952 and is based in Luxembourg. It is assisted by a lower court, the court of First Instance. 


	16. Common foreign and security policy
	Wspólna polityka zagraniczna i bezpieczeństwa

	CFSP is the organized, agreed foreign policy of the EU for mainly security and defense diplomacy and actions. CFSP includes mainly Trade and Commercial Policy and other areas as, for instance, funding to third countries. The CFSP operates as the second of the three pillars of the EU.  


	17.  The Court of Auditors
	Trybunał Obrachunkowy/ Audytorów

	CA was established in 1975 in Luxembourg. The Court is composed of one member from each EU member state. The primary role of the court is to externally check if the budget of the EU has been implemented correctly.


	18. The Economic and Social Committee
	Komitet Ekonomiczno-Społeczny

	ESC is a body of the EU established in 1957 by the Treaty of Rome in order to unite   different economic interest  groups to establish a Single Market .It is a consultative assembly composed of employers, employees and representatives of various other interests. The role of ESC is purely consultative.  



	19. The Committee of the Regions
	Komitet Regionów

	CoR is a body of the EU established in 1994. It represents the sub-national regions of the EU in the EU legislative process, but only in a consultative manner. The CoR is the political assembly that provides local and regional authorities with a voice at the heart of the EU. It aims at increasing the participation of European regions in community life. The CoR ‘s seat is in Brussels.


	20.The European Central Bank
	Europejski Bank Centralny

	ECB is one of the world’s most important central banks, responsible for monetary policy covering the 16 member States of  the  Eurozone. It was established by the EU in 1998 with the headquarters in Frankfurt, Germany.


