DOROTA ZBYSZOWSKA-BURTAK

LSW, FILOLOGIA ANGIELSKA, II ROK

( INDYWIDUALNY TOK STUDIÓW)

                     Recent  developments  concerning  environmental regulations in Poland. 

                     There are recent developments concerning environmental regulations in Poland . They are connected with the EU directives that leave member countries with a certain amount of leeway but they are of the exact rules to be adopted by Polish government as a variety of legislative procedures. Nonetheless, no all directives are strictly abided.

                     First of all, a majority of legislative procedures are just prepared for the EU environmental policy in Poland. For instance, they have elevated the issue of pollution in Polish agriculture to one of considerable political significance in our country. The reports on the legislative and institutional changes that are made in Poland point at achieving compliance by EU.

                    However, situation in this economic sector in Poland is not satisfactory enough. Water and crops pollution there are main effects of environmental degradation in Polish agriculture. Moreover, managing agricultural enterprises is made difficult by intense soil  acid faction. Although in the 1990s almost all rainwater pollution indices were lower, their reaction was still infiltrated the ground. According to the Ministry of Agriculture, due to them many hectares were contaminated with heavy metals and they should be excluded from agricultural production and some vegetable cultivation should be limited.

                   In contrast, recent reports indicate that the heavy metal contamination level is insignificant, less than in the other European countries. Furthermore, monitoring research ( GUS 1998 ) shows that river water was clean enough to be used in agriculture. The condition of water is better as well. Ground waters are of better quality and are usually used for irrigation purposes as drinking water, in agro- industry and for watering animals.

                   To sum up, although rural areas in Poland are under industry s pressure and there is limited capacity for the agriculture to develop because of the degraded environment, the level of the natural habitat transformation in rural areas is generally less advanced than in other countries of the EU. Moreover, although harmonization of Polish law with EU has been achieved, the questions whether there has been sufficient institutional development to ensure the EU environmental directives are attained in practice. At present, the Polish Minister of Agriculture and Food Economy established special teams that are working on the agriculture and the protection of agricultural issues. The task of their members is to review the EU law and to initiate necessity changes in Polish legislation. That is why I believe that environmental situation in our country will be better in the future.                 

