3.2. The observations review        
3.2.1. Basic information on the observations taken
          The observations were taken in the school year 2008/2009 at Junior High School in Piwniczna-Zdrój where I work as English teacher for 9 years. Firstly, I wanted to find out how much my students are interested in materials related to culture during lessons of English language, available in their textbooks. Secondly, relying on these materials I wanted to know what are results of teaching English through target culture, especially, among the students of the third year. The students came from three different Primary Schools i.e. from Głębokie, Kasarzyska and Piwniczna-Zdrój. They attended three hours of English a week. The total number of the participants was 42 (20 girls and 22 boys).

3.2.2. The scheme of the observations   
           The students developed their knowledge about British culture on the basis of materials available in “Egzamin Gimnazjalny z języka angielskiego” Rod Fricker, Jerzy Gaszewski, Tomasz Siuta and Marta Umińska’s textbook edited by Pearson Longman in 2008.   
The textbook includes 4 chapters devoted to culture of taught language and named “Culture Bite”. There are:
           1. Celebrations (Appendix 23)

           2. Food (Appendix 24)
           3. Charities (Appendix 25)          
           4. Competitions (Appendix 26)
           There are presented cross-cultural elements as these materials include British, American and Australian culture peculiarities.               
Each chapter develops 4 language skills i.e. reading, listening, speaking and writing.
3.3.3. The presentation of the observations
           At first point I would like to present how much my students were interested in each “Culture Bite”:

	“Celebrations”
	“Food”
	“Charities”
	“Competitions”

	much
	much
	the most
	the most


	girls
	boys

	“Celebrations”

“Food”

“Charities”
	“Food”
“Charities”
“Competitions”


           From the data collected in these 2 tables I can conclude that generally the students were interested in culture elements. But, “Competitions” and “Charities” were their favourite.     On the second place were “Celebrations’ and “Food”. “Celebrations” were the most interesting for girls, “Competitions” for boys, “Food” and “Charities” for both.
           Secondly, I would like to present how the students interested each “Culture Bite” depending on an environment in which they live:

	students from the villages
	Students from the town

	“Celebrations”

“Food”
	“Charities”

“Competitions”


          The data presented in this table shows that the students from a village environment (Głębokie and Kosarzyska) prefer interesting in “Celebrations” and “Food”. Meanwhile, the students from Piwniczna-Zdrój ,which is a town, are interested in “Charities” and  “Competitions” the most.

           Next, I observed to what extent the students were interested in culture of English- speaking countries like Britain, the USA and Australia:

	Britain
	The USA
	Australia

	much
	the most
	less


            According to the table, the most popular is American culture. British culture is popular as well. And, culture elements of Australia are less popular. 
          Next, I would like to present how the students were involved I developing language efficiency:
	reading
	listening
	speaking
	writing

	the most
	the least
	much
	less


           This table illustrates that the students like reading the most. Speaking is interesting as well. Generally, they dislike writing and listening. And, I observed that it does not depend of the topic introduced material i.e. “Culture Bite”. The table below exemplifies it exactly:

	reading
	listening
	speaking
	writing

	1. “Celebrations”

	the most
	less
	much
	the least

	2. “Food”

	the most
	the least
	much
	less

	3. “Charities”

	the most
	the least
	much
	less

	4. “Competitions”

	the most
	the least
	less
	much


3.3.4. The analysis of the results
           The data collected in the observations presented at the previous point of the thesis shows that there is a quite much interest of students in culture of English-speaking countries. There are many students who get interested in British and American cultures. These who declare that they are interested in Australian culture present a smaller group. I would like to say that it is justified. Despite of many differences, British and American cultures are close for Polish students because their elements have introduced at school since the beginning of English teaching. Meanwhile, Australian culture is very distant and unknown for students because they stick with it at Junior High School firstly. But, they find it very interesting and attractive. It means that the teacher should raise students’ awareness about Australia and has to put more her attention to topics and exercises connected with this country.
It is worth noticing that the area of the students interests having connection with culture of English-speaking countries is very extensive. It includes festivals, customs, food, traditions, music, sports, games and others. But, the areas of music and sport presented in “Culture Bite” as “Charities” and “Competitions” are the favourites.                                                                       Next, observing the students during English lessons I found out that they, especially girls, are very in fond of reading task. Furthermore, it is worth underlining that in ages of computers and domination of the Internet the students are interested in reading written texts. Moreover, they like working with the texts and doing exercises although there are a lot of peculiar vocabulary related to culture in each “Culture Bite”:

	“Celebrations”
	“Food”
	“Charities”
	“Competitions”

	-Burns Night
-kilts

-haggis

-Bonfire Night

-Thanksgiving


	-marmite
-steak and kidney pie

-kidney pudding

-Welsh rabbit (also called Welsh rarebit)

-deep fried chocolate
 bars   
-fish and chips

-toad in the hole

-Yorkshire Pudding

-Tim Tam slams 


	-Charities
-the Pagham Pram    
 Race
	-Henley-on-Todd 
 Regatta

-Tossing the caber
-Sheep Counting

-The Birdman Rally


           The students like speaking task as well. Especially, they like working in pairs and in small groups. They are always involved in presenting the dialogues, their points of view and ideas for given topic.                                                                                                                                       On the other hand, listening task is a neglected area by a great number of the students. Generally, they do not like listening activities. I would like to say that it is incomprehensible . The listening activities are easy (Appendix 27). There is not rather peculiar vocabulary related to culture topics what the table below presents:           
	“Celebrations”
	“Food”
	“Charities”
	“Competitions”

	______________
	           marmite
tarts
	________________
	Christmas
Christmas Day


           The writing belongs to these tasks that are not popular by students as well. With one exception, they like writing the e-mails. The students are very interested in it. Writing the   
e-mails is not a problem for them. They write them quickly and exhaustively for given topics because they do it in everyday life. When they have to write an article, a postcard or a notice, the problems occur because the students do not like any rules that have to be obeyed when they write these forms of statements. Moreover, they know that writing tasks are very time-consuming. But, it is also connected with the fact that the students are too lazy. They used to write something on the computer which corrects their mistakes.
              Generally, I would like to notice that the area of students interests about culture of English-speaking countries is unlimited. It is caused, as I think, by many factors as sport, music, film and others. Moreover, I would like to say that culture elements are very attractive for students. Therefore, they ought to be acquainted with them. I observed that lessons connected with “Culture Bites” are very interesting even for students who do not have special abilities to learn English language. “Culture Bites” play an important role in their language education and encourage them to learn English.
3.3.5. Interpretations of the research 
          Firstly, I want to make point on what aspects of culture ought to be taught at Junior High School. Secondly, while introducing cultural topics we should take into account the type of students and an environment in which they live as well. Some of the students need know more detailed information of the English-speaking countries while others are interested only in ideas how to communicate in certain situations in given countries.                                                   Thus, it is worth noticing that “The enthusiasm and energy that can be harnessed from a class of teenagers can make for a wonderful experience” (Cited from: http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/methodology/teen_angst.shtml). Therefore, the motivation to learning language through target culture may be a decisive aspect in learning English. However, the process of teaching language through target it should be careful and sensible. On the other hand, all elements of culture ought to be introduced to classes because lessons with culture elements may make students more sensitive to other cultures, develop their interests and open to the contemporary world.        

